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Greetings to all Rotarians in District 9455
February is Peace and Conflict Prevention / Resolution Month.
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NATIONAL YOUTH
SCIENCE FORUM 11 February is also our 112th Rotary anniversary

Rotary started with the vision of one man — Paul Harris. The Chicago attorney formed the Rotary Club of Chicago on 23 February 1905, so professionals with diverse backgrounds could exchange ideas, form meaningRYLA 2017 BICKLEY
13 ful, lifelong friendships, and give back to their communities.
How did you celebrate this great day? Well I had rather a quiet celebration
as I contemplated how my life would have turned out without Rotary.
Personally I can honestly say at least 40% of my life would be filled with
nonsensical items . Rotary gives me such fulfilment. I really cannot emphasise how my life has changed with the input with Rotary, the friends I
have made across the Globe, how I have grown and developed which may
not have happened without Rotary.
Have you pondered on how Rotary has impacted on you?
Please just spend a minute and reflect you will be truly amazed.
What a wonderful world we would have if we all lived in Peace? Imagine!
RLI REPORT

12
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District 9455

Rotary Clubs across the District have celebrated in several ways and I thank you as we celebrate
the past 112 years. Hard to fathom our founder Paul Harris having such a vision!
I know I am proud to be a Rotarian and will try to continue to do good in the world. I ask all our
Rotarians to please continue to do what we do really well “ doing good in the world” but remember we cannot do it by ourselves we need more willing hands, caring hearts and bright minds to
continue along this magical path. Please help continue the wonderful work we do .
Please remember that District personnel are here to support you so please let us know if you require any support or resources.
Have fun and continue to spread your Rotary stories.
Patricia Canning
District Governor
District 9455
February 2017

Congratulations

Di Gilleland from all in District 9455

Rotarian Dianne Gilleland has been named the Australia Day WA Community Citizen of the Year award recipient for her tireless community
work.
The award recipients were announced on Australia Day at the City of
Greater Geraldton’s Australia Day celebrations.
Mrs Gilleland has served the Geraldton community for 24 years and is a
prominent member and Past President of the Rotary Club of Geraldton.
Her nomination stated “without Di’s leadership, drive and endless enthusiasm, important Rotary programs in the Geraldton community and
overseas would not have happened.”
Di joins 2 other Rotarians from the Rotary Club of Geraldton who have
received this award, Mr Don Rolston in 2016 and Mr Bob Symington in 2014.
The Rotary Club of Geraldton all toasted Dianne Gilleland at their next meeting on the 1st
February to congratulate her on her award. She is a most deserving recipient for all her
hard work and dedication to helping our community through Rotary initiatives and programs.
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Visit to Perth by the Rotary International President Elect

Rotary International President 2017-2018,
Mr Ian Riseley and Member of the Rotary
Club of Sandringham, Melbourne, Victoria
will be visiting Perth from 11th to 13th April.
More information will be forwarded to Clubs
& Members later concerning arrangements
& functions.

District 9455 - New Members
Welcome all New members
Freshwater Bay
Perth

Rodger Kohn
Frances Eaton

Nedlands

Pooh Koh

Frances Eaton being inducted by
Perth Past President John Garland
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Camp Opportunity 2017
January 22nd to January 28th 2017
Camp Opportunity went off very successfully again this year with no problems which
leads to a very happy camp and everyone else.
This year we had 11 Campers and 11 Buddies
Activities were similar to last year with visits to the Perth Zoo with the addition of being
able to have the Zebra carts for a full 2hours.
Zebra carts are very similar to golf buggies and hold 7 passengers plus the driver.
Water activities were on the Swan just below the Camp at Point Walter.
This year we only had 1 boat
In the year 2018 Camp will have to find another boat for the water activities as this year
we only had 1 which it makes it very hard for everyone to have more than 1 ride. Campers
and Buddies really enjoy this activity so if anybody knows someone with a suitable boat
that would help tremendously.
Melville Super Bowl is and was extremely popular with the staff being very helpful and
obliging.
Adventure World is always a roaring success.
Bunnings conducted a “make it session” where a bird nesting box was made and the campers and buddies were able to take this home. Everything is provided by Bunnings.
Some of our Campers have amazing artistic talents with the way they decorated the bird
nest.
A big thank you must be given to 3 Clubs who have supported Camp Opportunity with
BBQ’s and sausage sizzles.
These were put on by Welshpool, Swan Valley and Ballajura Malaga.

Next year’s camp will be from Sunday 21st January till Saturday 27th January 2018 at Point Walter.
Nomination will come out after the 1st August 2018.
See pictures of the Camp at the District website:
http://rotarydistrict9455.org/PhotoAlbums/camp-opportunity-2017
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Rotary Youth Exchange
Outbound Students
The wheel continues to turn for the Rotary Youth Exchange Program in District 9455. Our 2016
Outbounds have now all returned and attended their ‘Debrief’ on 11 February. The Outbound students for 2017 are now in country with a relatively smooth departure for all. Club Secretaries
should be receiving applications for our 2018 Outbounds very soon. Applications close with clubs
on 31 March. There are nearly 80 Expressions of Interest so far, and it looks like clubs who are not
traditionally involved with the program, could receive some applications this time. It is important
to know, there is a Trust Fund available if clubs feel their applicant could use some financial assistance to participate in the exchange program.
Don’t hesitate to contact Chair Norm de Grussa degfam@iinet.net.au for the application form.

She's made it! After a long stopover in Perth and a two day journey to Brazil, Rotary Club
of Kununurra Inc.'s Sheridan is finally with her hosts. Have a fabulous year Sheridan!
Inbound Students
Inbounds are now half way through their exchange and back at school after quite a long Christmas
holiday period. The paperwork for our 2017/18 Inbounds is now arriving and we are in the process
of distributing to the various Host Clubs.

It is fabulous to see the Geraldton Guardian feature a Rotary Youth Exchange 'Family
Reunion' on their front page.
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Rotary Youth Exchange
Doug Worthington
A special ‘Thank you’ Function was held in Doug Worthington’s honour on Sunday 26 February
at the Greenwood Tavern. Doug has served 18 Years on the Youth Exchange Committee as a
Placement Coordinator, and has recently stepped down to a lesser role.
DG Patricia honoured Doug with Paul Harris sapphire at the occasion.

Rotary of Elizabeth Quay - Chartered

Congratulations to Rotary of Elizabeth Quay and its Foundation Members who celebrated their Charter tonight on Wednesday 22nd February.
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District Conference 2017

The conference commences with a Sundowner on the 24th March 2017 from 6pm – 10pm.
A full day conference on Saturday the 25th March with Sunday morning featuring Rotary
projects and the Four Way Speaking contest along with Optional tours to various projects in
the afternoon.
The conference will give Rotarians and clubs a vision of Rotary beyond the club level and
provide a memorable fellowship experience. Many Rotarians have said that they were never truly enthusiastic about Rotary until they saw an inspirational presentation at a district
conference.
Rotarians it’s your chance to connect with Rotary members from around the State. You’ll
build new relationships and exchange ideas across cultures.
This year’s District conference offers an outstanding combination of information, inspiration, and entertainment. Hear from exceptional speakers. Browse booths in the Field of
Friendship
As District Governor of District 9455 I welcome each and every Rotarian in and around our
District to attend. This year sees us open the conference to the General public along with
the Field of friendship being open to the public all day on Saturday.
You will not be disappointed. Come and enjoy yourselves, be inspired, be motivated but
most of all have fun with Rotarians and friends of District 9455.
For registrations please go to:
http://rotarydistrict9455.org.au/event/20112/district-9455-conference-2017

RI D9455 DG’sNewsletter

Page 7

District 9455 Club Membership as Feb 26th
# of Clubs at 1 July 2016 :

48

# of Clubs at (February 2017) : 49

# of Members at 1 July 2016 :

1204

# of Members at (February 2017) : 1233

List of all clubs
Balcatta (17525)
Ballajura-Malaga (26656)
Batavia Coast (17536)
Bay View Claremont (84845)
Belmont (17575)
Broome (54503)
Cambridge (17533)
Carnarvon (17527)
Corrigin (17587)
Crawley (82883)
Cunderdin (17530)
Dalkeith (21782)
Elizabeth Quay (88079)
Ellenbrook (86256)
Freshwater Bay (81032)
Geraldton (17535)
Geraldton-Greenough (24104)
Heirisson (27633)
Hillarys (23632)
Joondalup (24045)
Kalamunda (17596)
Karratha (17537)
Karrinyup (17538)
Kununurra (24079)
Matilda Bay (17560)
Midland (22931)
Mindarie (83520)
Moora (17543)
Morley (17544)
Mosman Park-Cottesloe (17545)
Mount Lawley (17547)
Mundaring (17548)
Nedlands (17549)
Northam (17550)
Northbridge (21759)
North Perth (17551)
Osborne Park (17552)
Perth (17553)
Quairading (17555)
Scarborough (17557)
Subiaco (17559)
Swan Districts (17561)
Swan Valley (29590)
Wanneroo (17562)
Welshpool (17621)
Western Endeavour (23486)
West Perth (17563)
Wongan Hills (17565)
Wyalkatchem (17566)

District Total
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Is Active
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X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
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X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
X
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X
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Current
Member
Count

Charter Date
10
18
30
28
26
11
18
11
11
53
6
51
23
11
35
29
35
22
34
14
32
11
45
32
49
16
16
18
17
14
34
28
37
16
32
20
20
90
7
53
15
21
19
16
20
21
38
12
8

25-Jan-1980
23-Jun-1989
21-Oct-1969
03-Dec-2012
13-May-1960
18-Oct-2000
30-Jun-1969
15-Apr-1963
18-May-1964
02-Feb-2010
22-Jan-1965
24-Apr-1984
16-Nov-2016
18-Nov-2014
19-Dec-2008
02-Oct-1950
17-Oct-1986
09-Nov-1990
11-Apr-1986
12-Sep-1986
27-Jun-1962
02-Feb-1979
01-May-1974
26-Sep-1986
11-Jan-1979
14-Jun-1985
05-Nov-2010
26-Sep-1957
28-Oct-1964
17-Mar-1972
28-Jun-1949
07-Jan-1971
02-Nov-1959
30-Aug-1946
17-Apr-1984
17-Apr-1972
26-May-1978
15-Apr-1927
30-Jun-1963
01-Aug-1956
28-Jun-1949
28-Jun-1949
09-Jun-1993
23-Jul-1971
29-Dec-1971
19-Feb-1986
28-Jun-1954
15-Jun-1965
07-Oct-1969
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Aboriginals as Rotary Members
Current Membership: To my knowledge there is only one Aboriginal person who is a member of Rotary
in District 9455. Currently, there is a second person expressing interest in membership. Taking into account
population statistics and the kinds of people who chose to be Rotarians, there should be at least 10-15 members.
Aboriginal Perspectives re Rotary membership: When I have spoken to Aboriginal people regarding
membership of Rotary their usual responses have been:
Our Aboriginal peers discourage us from being part of Rotary because Rotary is seen as a “middle
class” organisation that does not understand our culture.
Rotary as an organisation that likes to offer “help”. Rotary is well-intentioned but often don’t ask Aboriginals what they would like and how Aboriginals wish to tailor the “help” to their culture and development of themselves.
Rotarians like many non-indigenous Australians have stereotypical views regarding Aboriginal people
and their culture. Their expression of these views makes it hard for Aboriginal people to relate and
connect with them.
We represent 3% of the Australian population, and we are invited to contribute to most Australian societal issues. There are great demands placed on us to represent our people and culture – which in
turn, means we have to prioritise our time.
Most of us find the cost of being a member of Rotary is prohibitive, except when we are in secure wellpaying employment.
Clubs Seeking Aboriginal Members: Many Clubs have made substantial efforts to attract Aboriginal
members without success. During my visits to Rotary Clubs I have often been asked how Clubs can attract
Aboriginal people to become members.
How Should Clubs Recruit Aboriginal Members? From my experience, the simple answer is through the
establishment of a relationship that is both respectful and sensitive.
Having some cultural knowledge and knowing the history of Aboriginal people helps a great deal in developing a reciprocal friendship. It places you in a great position where you can respectfully and sensitively
relate to Aboriginals. You can find some general information on Aboriginal culture and history on the ARG’s website (www.rotaryarg.com.au – unfortunately, at this stage, it is fairly Noongar-centric) or if you
would like some specific information on your local mob, then you can contact your local mob’s cultural and
language centre and ask to enroll in a forthcoming cultural awareness course.
If you look up Tindale’s maps on Aboriginal tribes/Nations on the internet you can identify the Aboriginal
Country/Nation/Tribal Area you reside in. This can be a good starting point for talking (“yarning”) with
Aboriginals. They appreciate that you have gone to the trouble to identify the relevant Aboriginal Country/
Nation/Tribal Area relevant to yourself. If you have difficulty with pronunciation of the name of the Country, they will correct you and if necessary you can practice the correct pronunciation with them several
times while you are getting it right.
Aboriginals usually like you to commence a conversation by providing a pen-picture of yourself, i.e. whether you are married, have a family, what you do for a living, where you live (both suburb and relevant Aboriginal Country/Nation} etc. It has been my experience that much of what you tell them is remembered in
great detail for many years. After you have provided your personal information, there may be a short pause
before they reciprocate. Of course, not all Aboriginals follow these courtesies. For example if they are
strongly westernized, then they don’t mind you asking direct questions of them in the way we do naturally
in Australia.
Inviting Aborigines to be “Friends of Rotary”: Rotary International’s By-Laws and permit Clubs to invite people (including Aboriginals) as “Friends of Rotary” per Clause 4.050 and Sub-Clauses 4.050.0 and
4.050.2.
4.050. Honorary Membership.
4.050.1. Eligibility for Honorary Membership.
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Aboriginals as Rotary Members (cont.)
Persons who have distinguished themselves by meritorious service in the furtherance of Rotary
ideals and those persons considered friends of Rotary for their support of Rotary’s cause may be
elected to honorary membership in more than one club. The terms of such membership shall be
as determined by the board of the club in which they hold membership.
Rights and Privileges.
Honorary members shall be exempt from the payment of dues, shall have no vote and shall not be eligible to hold any office in the club. Such members shall not hold classifications, but shall be entitled to attend all meetings and enjoy all the other privileges of the club in which they hold such
membership. No honorary member of a club is entitled to any rights or privileges in any other
club, except for the right to visit other clubs without being the guest of a Rotarian.
Developing Relationships through Shared Activities: Some Clubs collaborate with their local schools
and Aboriginal communities for NAIDOC Week celebrations in the first week of July each year. Relationships seem to develop naturally as Rotarians work with schools and local Aboriginals. Learning about Aboriginal Culture and History also occurs naturally. Clubs benefit from improved relationships with their
local school/s.

Aboriginal Mia Mia

I have observed Shared Activities at Balga Senior High School (SHS) where 30% of the school population is Aboriginal. Balga SHS conducts cultural awareness training & elementary language teaching in
seven local Primary schools utilizing Senior High School Aboriginal students. During NAIDOC week
students from the Primary schools join high school students and Aboriginal Elders. Balga High School
offers dancing and didgeridoo performances, Aboriginal food (BBQ Crocodile and Emu Sausages) and
examples of how Aboriginals lived in the past (building Mia Mia, hunting tools, cooking methods, etc.).
The Senior Aboriginal teacher, Donnelle Slater, together with other teaching staff offers a range of activities for students and visiting adults per the attached document - “Your Passport to NAIDOC”.
“Your Passport to NAIDOC” is used as a workbook by all participants (including visiting adults and
Rotarians) tailored to competency levels. Elders enthusiastically explain and demonstrate their exhibits.
All people attending (students, parents and Rotarians) benefit enormously from presentations and discussions with elders. Balga SHS has granted permission for Clubs to use their “Your Passport to NAIDOC” that is being placed on the Aboriginal Reference Group’s website www.rotaryarg.com.au as a
model for tailoring Their NAIDOC Week event to their local mob in collaboration with teachers and/or
Aboriginal and Islander Education Officers (AIEOs). Of course, Clubs may use other joint activites to
develop relationships.
Bruce J Dufty,
Chair
Rotary District 9455’s Aboriginal Reference Group
23 February 2017
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National Youth Science Forum
I am pleased to advise that again in January, our District had 16 students, (8 students in each session A & C,) attending the NYSF 2017, hosted at Burgman Collehe at The Australian National
University in Canberra.
Each session runs for 13 days and involves a cohort of 200 students and some 26 student
“staffies,” as well as Rotary volunteers who provide pastoral care and first aid to students.
Student “staffies” are past NYSF alumni and really are the glue that holds this program together.
They can be on duty for up to 20 hours a day and their level of commitment and enthusiasm is
something to behold.
I again attended week 2 of a Session this year as a “Rotary Uncle” and was just as impressed as
last year with the forum which exposed year 11, moving into Year 12 students to University life as
well as access to many of Australia’s top science institutes and scientists in an effort to reconfirm
the students interest in science, provide option for career management and exposes them to many
science career options and universities.
A common comments from students was, “I was told The NYSF would be amazing, but I could
never believe it would be this amazing.”
Since the cancellation of Session B some years ago which was held in Perth, there have only been
two sessions of 200 students each.
I am pleased to advise that in 2018, there will again be 3 sessions, the third to be known as Session
B, will be hosted by University of Brisbane and obviously help in that city.
This means that instead of a quota of 15-16 for the year, our District will have an increased quota
of 22-23 students.
All relevant data has been distributed direct to schools by the NYSF office, however, clubs are encouraged to contact their linked schools science teachers seeking an opportunity to promote this
project to their Year 11 science students. (2017 student alumni are encouraged to visit at least 3-4
schools to promote the program so if you need a student who attended the 2017 session, please
contact me and I will endeavour to assist.)
Session dates for this year and the 2018 sessions are below.
Dates for the 2018 National Youth Science Forum:
Expressions of interest open 1 March 2017 and close 31 May 2017.
Session A: Tuesday 2nd January 2018 - Saturday 13th January 2018
Session B: Tuesday 9th January 2018 - Saturday 20th January 2018
Session C: Tuesday 16th January 2018 - Saturday 27th January 2018
I encourage all clubs to support a student if approached. Some clubs will receive several requests. If a club is prepared to sponsor 1 student, this would indicate that the necessary funds have
been budgeted. Thus, as some clubs will receive multiple requests, and should more than one of
their students be successful in the selections, we ask clubs who do not have a successful student to
take over the sponsorship from a club with multiple selections.
I am very happy to respond to any queries or questions and look forward to your participation.
Regards,
Allan McLean
Chair NYSF D9455
(08) 9271 3585 Mob:
0411 721 851
Email: almac1@iinet.net.au
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